
s:\fr_dp\grayfulton\text.doc 99 

Fulton County 
Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan  

 

6. Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 

The Bicycle and Pedestrian section of the Fulton 
County Comprehensive Transportation Plan 
(CTP) is designed to act as a stand-alone 
document as the Fulton County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 
is a 20-year plan to complete the installation of 
sidewalks along the thoroughfare system, provide 
bicycle lanes on major corridors, and establish a 
network of multi-use paths throughout Fulton 
County. The plan is substantial. It includes almost 
150 projects covering more than 450 miles of new 
sidewalk, bike lanes, and multi-use facilities.  
Along with projects and strategies proposed in 
other elements of the CTP, the bicycle and 
pedestrian plan is an important ingredient in 
meeting Fulton County’s travel demands. 

A complete sidewalk system is a key element in 
establishing a multi-modal transportation system 
that successfully supports public transportation 
and other travel demand management strategies.  
In recognition of these factors, completion of the 
sidewalk system along collector and arterial 
streets is the cornerstone of this plan.  

Bicycle lanes are recommended along major 
corridors. Bike lanes are located on the road 
between the curb or shoulder and the outside 
travel lane used by vehicles. If positioned on the 
County’s major collector and arterial street 
system, the bike lanes would provide the routing 
and connectivity that is needed for experienced 
bicyclists to travel places in a timely manner 
while eliminating sidewalk conflicts with 

pedestrians. It would also provide routing for 
longer distance recreational trips.  

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan includes an array 
of multi-use paths that will complement and add 
to the existing and planned recreational amenities. 
Moreover, the accessibility to parks in the County 
will be greatly enhanced by the sidewalks and 
paths. Some shared-use paths are proposed to be 
located alongside the County’s limited access 
corridors, while others would reside in greenways 
that would run along the Chattahoochee River and 
its tributary streams. Both types will offer 
additional transportation and recreational 
opportunities. 

This plan also contains a set of policies or 
strategies that link the implementation of the 
projects to budgetary actions, urban design 
practices, land-use planning, zoning, road 
improvements, travel demand management, and 
subdivision ordinance activities. This is an 
ambitious plan, the implementation of which will 
require continued support from the public and 
constant attention and coordination within and 
among different departments in the County 
government.  

It would be misleading to suggest that the bicycle 
and pedestrian plan by itself will have a 
measurable effect on reducing congestion on the 
County’s streets and highways during daily peak 
periods. However, it is reasonable to expect that a 
measurable reduction in peak-period automobile 
traffic and parking space demand would occur if 
the impact from the proposed bicycle and 
sidewalk facilities was considered along with the 
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proposed transportation demand management 
(TDM) program, better public transportation, 
land-use plan policies, and possible reductions in 
minimum parking space requirements for certain 
zoning classifications.  

The thoroughfare network used in developing the 
bicycle and pedestrian plan refers to roads that are 
functionally classified as collectors and arterial 
streets. This plan does not include provisions of 
facilities on local streets or inside subdivisions, 
unless a strategic link was available between 
subdivisions, or access to commercial centers or 
public places.  

6.1 History of Fulton County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Planning 

Both North and South Fulton County have 
sections of existing sidewalks. Generally, these 
sections are not connected and are focused along 
retail strips. Medlock Bridge Road is the only 
corridor in Fulton County to currently have on-
street bicycle lanes. 

In the Fulton County Comprehensive Master Plan 
prepared in 1995, a network of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities was proposed. The plan called 
for sidewalks on many major roads. Few, if any, 
bicycle facilities or shared-use paths were 
incorporated into the 1995 plan. The existing 
sidewalks and those proposed in the 1995 plan 
were incorporated into this plan.  

The Atlanta Region Bicycle Transportation and 
Pedestrian Walkways Plan was adopted in 1993 
and supports the current national trend of 
constructing more bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities. One of the primary goals of this 

document is to focus more resources on making 
bicycling and walking a safe and convenient form 
of transportation and to present a plan for the 
region to accomplish this goal. The Atlanta 
Regional Commission (ARC) is currently 
updating this plan to include additional bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities, as well as to address 
comments from interested citizens. 

Many cooperative communities and organizations 
envision a continuous shared-use path along the 
Chattahoochee River, between Helen, Georgia 
and Columbus, Georgia. This plan is incorporated 
as part of the Fulton County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian plan. In addition to the Chattahoochee 
River plan, other plans by local jurisdictions and 
organizations were considered and coordinated 
with as well. These include the following: 

§ City of Roswell 

§ City of Alpharetta  

§ Sandy Springs Revitalization Committee  

§ PATH Foundation 

§ Statewide Bicycle Network 

§ Statewide Scenic Byway Plan 

6.2 Plan Development  

The Fulton County Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 
was developed in conjunction with the overall 
Fulton County Comprehensive Transportation 
Plan between April 1999 and December 2000.  
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6.2.1 Public Involvement 

The first round of public information meetings 
was instrumental in developing the overall 
Comprehensive Plan goals and objectives.  The 
second series of public information meetings was 
held to solicit input from the community 
specifically on the bicycle and pedestrian plan. In 
January 2000, four additional public meetings 
were held.  During this process, the design team 
shared preliminary plans and invited comments 
and feedback from individuals. Participants were 
asked to fill out printed surveys, which were used 
to prioritize potential projects, gain a better 
understanding of the needs of the community, and 
solicit ideas for particular projects that had not yet 
been suggested. Verbal comments were also 
welcome. These comments were recorded and 
later discussed and addressed by the design team.  

The focus of the first series of public workshops 
was on a design exercise led by the design team. 
Graphic representations of possible typical 
sections were explained and feedback from the 
public on which types of facilities are preferred 
was documented. Base maps for each study area 
were provided and participants were given a brief 
description of the design process. Individuals 
were then asked to draw on the maps. The 
drawings documented where people thought that 
shared-use facilities, bike lanes, sidewalks, etc. 
should be proposed.  (See Appendix A, Public 
Involvement Plan.) 

The transportation design team also gathered in 
March 2000 for an all-day design workshop. The 
intent of the workshop was to coordinate efforts 
within all sections of the Comprehensive Plan. 
Bicycle and pedestrian improvements were 

coordinated with road improvements where 
possible. The preliminary plan was critiqued from 
both a design and an engineering standpoint. 
Public comments from the first series of public 
participation workshops were discussed and 
addressed.  

The last series of workshops were held in June 
2000.  At these meetings preliminary plans were 
presented that attempted to incorporate input 
received during the first round of public 
workshops. Participants were again asked to fill 
out a questionnaire to ascertain the success of the 
proposed plan in meeting the needs of the 
community. Verbal comments were also 
documented and addressed by the design team.    

Additional public involvement activities that were 
undertaken for the Comprehensive Transportation 
Plan are detailed in Section 3 of this report. 

6.2.2 Plan Objectives 

Connectivity was the main objective in 
developing this plan. A combination of off-road 
trails, bike lanes, and sidewalks was developed to 
collectively link destinations, including: 

§ Town Centers 

§ Regional Trails 

§ Statewide Bicycle Network 

§ Schools 

§ Residential Areas 
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In South Fulton County, the off-road system 
consists of multi-use paths that utilize 
watercourses as corridors to link communities to 
the Chattahoochee River Corridor Trail. The 
Chattahoochee River Corridor Trail is envisioned 
as a continuous greenway path that will 
eventually connect Helen, Georgia, to Columbus, 
Georgia. Due to the sparse development in South 
Fulton County and impending development plans, 
action should be taken to secure easements and 
property for the multi-use paths as soon as 
possible.  

South Fulton County’s rural character makes an 
ideal atmosphere for on-road bicycle lanes. This 
type of system supports cyclists who will use the 
proposed network for commuting, recreation, and 
exercise. The planned South Fulton Scenic Byway 
will have bike lanes along Cedar Grove Road/SR 
70, Campbellton-Redwine Road/70, Hutcheson 
Ferry Road/CR 1391, and Cochran Mill Road/CR 
1392. The South Fulton Scenic Byway is 
connected to communities in South Fulton County 
with a proposed side path and bike lane network. 
Sidewalks are recommended along major 
thoroughfares. 

In North Fulton and Sandy Springs, sidewalks, 
bicycle lanes, and multi-use trails should create a 
network of facilities to be used for commuting 
and recreation. Sidewalks are more prevalent in 
the more populated areas such as Sandy Springs. 
The off-road portion of the plan consists of multi-
use paths that parallel stream corridors and 
connect communities to the Chattahoochee River 
Greenway Corridor.  Bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities will tie into existing plans by Atlanta, 
Roswell, and Alpharetta as well as Sandy Springs 
Revitalization, Inc.   

6.2.3 Review of Current Design Standards and 

Types of Facilities 

American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT) design 
guidelines were followed in developing the 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  GDOT generally 
recognizes AASHTO standards as minimum 
requirements. GDOT offers the following 
definitions for types of facilities and design 
criteria:  

 




